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A Diverse Critique:
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The study of capitalism has been gaining traction in the history profession
in the United States in recent years, with book after book published on the topic.
One scholar launched an online course and organized summer seminars to train
students to conduct related research. Others founded a new journal with the
word capitalism in its title. A proponent of this historiographical trend suggests
that its main features are the perspective on capitalism as a mutable economic
system and the stress on the agency of human actors within it. Some historians
term the research that explains economic phenomena by considering non-
economic factors as the history of economic life, distinguishing it from
economic history that explains the economy through positivist methods.
Another channel to survey this trend is by probing scholars’ position on
capitalism and the responses to their research. The title of this article refers to
the observation that most of these scholars hold a critical stance towards
capitalism, but their extents and entry points vary, therefore constituting a
diverse critique. Although historians are inclined to comment on the present by
studying the past, this practice is especially prominent in this trend, benefitting
from the variety of its research topics and methods. The author discusses three
important topics related to the new history of capitalism, namely slavery,
finance, and neoliberalism, to illustrate how historians can breathe life into old
issues and bring forth a reformist message through critique.
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